
•nuLw~* Linking land use, transportation, clean air, and community participation to make livable communities

CreatingMore Livable Communitiesin the Inland Empire

G
overnment, business and

community leaders from

across the Inland Empire

gathered in March at two Subregional

Summits to tackle the challenges and

OPpOrtIlrLities of one OF the fas@t-

growing regions in the nation.

]nspired by nationally recognized

urban designers hlichael Freedman

and Peter Calthorpe, they set to work

on practical next steps toward achiev-

ing more livable communities.

The two subregional summits — spon-

sored by the Western Riverside

Council OE Governments (WRCOG)

and the San Bernardino Associated

Governments (SANBAG) – were

the first of eleven planned workshops

throughout Southern California sPon-

sored by the Southern California

Association of Governments in part-

nership with the Local Government

Commission.

The Western Riverside County work-

shop was held March 19th at the

Nlission Inn in downtown Riverside.

h~ichael Freedman, Principal of

Freedman, Tung and Bottomley,

detailed a successful case study of

transforming a bland bedroom com-

munity into an economic powerhouse

with a growing reputation for its

vibrant quality of life. In a rapid -f~re

slide presentation, Freedman outlined

how the Bay Area city of Alountain

View rallied around the vision of revi-

talizing their downtown. An invest-

ment of $11 million in public improve-

ments has spurred over $2OO million

in private investment in new homes,

offices and stores. “You can’t legislate

investment, ” he emphasized. “The

communi~ has to step forward first.

But if yo~ sustain the vision and the

political will, the success and invest-

ment will spread to surrounding

neigh borhoods. ”

Ma.vor Bob Barlett of Monrovia rein-

forced that message with lessons from

another success story. When Bartlett

was first elected two decades ago, his

city’s d}~ing downtown was a symbol

of a collapsing community. Turning

the downtown around was key to

restoring hope and pride. “ People

began to come to meetings and look at

each other in a different way, ” he

recalled. “PeoPle began to talk to each

other. That was what was happening

in our town and it continues to haP-

pen. ”

A panel discussion of local leaders,

moderated by A.<J. Wilson, the

Executi\e Director of the WRCOG,

zeroed in on the challenge of overcom-

ing resistance to mixed-use, transit-

oriented development among lenders.

On hlarch 21st, Peter

Calthorpe, Principal of

Calthorpe and Associates,

keynoted the San Bernardino County

workshop ;t the San Bernardino

Hilton. Calthorpe began with a sear-

ing description of our auto-dependent

landscape. “We used to build Elm

Streets that led to Nlain Streets that
,,

were all \valkable, he noted, “but now

we have an environment where a kid

can’t go anywhere unless he is chauf-

feured to etery destination. ”

Calthorpe then shared examples of

plans and projects that restore “a

neighborhood feel and human scale. ”

Working at both the regional and

neighborhood scale is “an interesting

challenge. ” But, he insists, “it’s doable

\vith the public space as the connec-

tion bet~veen individual pieces. ”

Calthorpe’s challenge vas seconded

by i\lark Pisano, Executive Director

of SC.AG, ~vho outlined the grim con-

gestion forecasts in the Preliminary

Draft Regional Transportation Plan.
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The most promising alternative to

smog and gridlock, he concluded, lies

with cities adopting livable communi-

ties approaches, in cooperation with

the private sector.

Rick Cole, Southern California

Director of the Local Government

Commission, spoke passionately about

the need to galvanize community par-

ticipation that is broader-based and

more collaborative than the adversari-

al models of the past. “The form of

leadership has changed, ” he stressed.

“But the need for leadership remains. ”

Rialto’s Ntayor John Longvi]]e, who

acted as moderator for the SAN BAG

workshop, was enthusiastic about the

success of the week’s two events. “ It

marks an historic change for the

Inland Empire. \\7e’re working across

city boundaries and political ideolo-

gies to improve our quality of life and

our standard of lit,ing. 1‘m proud the

Inland Empire is setting the pace for

the rest of the Southern California

region. ”
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Livable P&z
PROJECZ A#orJab/k Homed
Bloom on Browr@e[~ Site in
Pada~ena.
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ake a 3.7-acre
mm...ma~ )& .a. slice of proper-

tv next to a

noisy L-eeway of’f’ramp. Add toxic soil

problems from an old auto wrecking

yard, along with a long history o~

[ailed redevelopment efforts. Those

were the unpromising ingredients

offered a clevelop~r by the City of’

Pasadena.

The challenge was accepted by the

Olson Company, who specialize in

developing af~orclable housing in

urban inldl locations. But aher nego-

tiating a project ot’ 46 paired homes

acceptable to the redevelopment pro-

ject area committee, the design was

criticized f’or being too internalized

and not open enough to the surround-

ing neighborhood.

The Olson Company persevered.

“Everyone had the objective of’design-

ing the best project, ” recalls Olson

President filark Buckland. “Working

together we came up with a design

th;t enhances the neighborhood. ” The

project now under construction is sur-

rounded by an attractive brick and

ironwork wall because ot’ [reeway

securitv concerns, but was redesigned

to turn a pedestrian-[riend l-y face to

the street. The internal circulation for

the project has also been transformed

from a driveway dominated by garage

doors to a green, walkable lane.

PLAN. Dana Point Aired
to Recreate a Town Cente~

W hat was once a

sleepy Orange

County beach

to~vn now boasts a thriv-

ing marina and resort

hotels. But as ;raffic on Pacil;c Coast

Highway has steadily increased, Dana

Point has seen its center decline. Now

the city is working on a Town Center

Specii~c Plan to restore a sense of

place to a growing community.

‘(we would like to <Ievelop a town cen-

ter for our residents, one that would

be commercially viable and also be

attractive to visit ors, ” explains Ed

Knight, I)irector of Community

Development. “We’d like to calm the

traffic and create a positive appear-

ance for our gatewa-v. ”

The plan is being worked on, Knight

says, “but that hasn’t stopped us from

starting to implement the vision. ”

Sidewalks are to be widened and 350

street trees are being planted. zoning

has been changed to promote sidewalk

dining and shared parking for busi-

nesses. The city is also working to pro-

mote pedestrian-oriented develop-

ment on vacant properties in the area.

“In the town center, we have a one-

wa~, couplet, ” Knight details. “We

want to reduce the ]anes, put in a

buffer 01’ parking, and install chokers

at intersections to improve the pedes-

trian atmosphere. ”

‘(we’re dedicated to pursuing this

vision, ” Knight concludes. “We look

forward to a revitalized town center in

the years ahead. ”

PLACE. River~ide Make~

Downtown Everybo~L

Neighborhood.

T
en years ago,

the beautiful

Nlission Inn

was boarded-up and

surrounded by a chain link fence, ”

recalls Riverside itlayor Ron

Love ridge. “It was a symbol of the

decline of our historic downtown. ”

Numerous efforts to revive the city

center had fallen short. But the grand

re-opening of the Mission Inn in 1992

marked the beginning of a remarkable

renaissance. Downtown Riverside is

again becoming the Inland Empire’s

c;~’ic, cultural and legal center.

Colorful banners celebrate the area as

“ Everybody’s Neighborhood, ” part of

a rebirth of’ neighborhood pride

throughout the communitjr. The annu-

al Orange Blossom festival and the

weekly [)o~vntown Wednesday Night

activities highlight a full calenclar of’

events that draw locals and visitors

alike. “It was wonderful to see resi-

dents bringing their families down-

town at Christmas for the Festival of’

Lights, ” muses hlayor I.overidge.

“The}/ were rediscovering the excite-

ment of’ a downtown. ”

Seventh Street was narrowed,

renamed hlission Inn Avenue and

remade into a pedestrian-oriented

street that connects many of the city’s

THE
PLACE
TO BE

■ Thursdaj/- Friday, hlay 15-16

‘~j,,~ (’t.)t[~[t.y (’,z/i/i]/./li<7:~lnlici~,~ztillq

ad P[,m/l&/ j?r {;r,?l,,th (Zlz[)

b:\,l,i,.,,/z/]1’,/!t,z/Q[(,zli[.Y, “ organized

b<v the UCLA Extensinn Public

Policy Program. Conference spon -

surcd by a broad range of

statewide organizations seeking

policy alternati~es to at,oid the

local and state growth wars of the

past. At the Miramar Sheraton

Hotel in Santa hlonica.
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“Making Livable Communities:

the Next Steps” Workshops

One-day subregional workshops

tor local government, business and

community leaders organized by

the Local Government Commis-

sion and SCAG.

■ Thursday, NlaY 29

For the Coachella Valley, at tbe

Double Tree Resort Hotel in

Cathedral City.

■ Saturday, June 21

For the West Side Cities, at the

Double Tree Guest Suites in Santa

Alonica.

■ Wednesday),, June 25

For Orange County, at the Brea

Community Center.
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museums and landmarks. When state

government offices were consolidated

into a modern high rise, a one-stov,

addition created a food court that ani-

mates both Alission Inn Avenue and

the adjacent Main Street hlall.

Riverside recently won a substantial

grant” from HUD for the Jlission

f’illage Homeownership Zone, ~vhich

will fund 300 new homes as \vell as

historic and commercial rehabilitation.

The popular Orange Blossom Trolley,

linking ciolvnto~vn to the universi~,

campus, @s just been expandecl to

serve the ,\lagnolia Avenue corridor.

“1 ‘ve never seen a great city that didn’t

have a great downtown,” declares

hlayor Loveridge. “ I ‘m proud that

Riverside is recapturing its greatness. ”
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TO learn more about the Li\,able Places Initiative, to get invol~wl in one of’ the upcoming subregional \vorkshops, or to suggest

-- -newsletter items shout what you are doing in .wur community, organ i~ati On or business to impro,,e the local qualit~, of life, please

call Rick Cole o{ the Local Government Commlss]on at m(818) 794-4193 or Joe Cameras of the Southern Call fozmia Association
,,

01’ Governments at ~(2 1.3) 236-1856. And please pass along the names of other people ~vho would benefit from this newsletter.


